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IntroductionăIs manoeuvre dead?ò

òAny doctrine founded on a false 

premise cannot be sustained.ó

(MG Robert Scales, US-Army)
Battle of Breitenfeld, 1631

Battle of Cannae, 216 BC

Operation Iraqi freedom, 2003
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The offenseðdefense balance
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The offenseðdefense balance
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Defining the problem -Russiaôs tactical defense 

in the 21st century - Soviet theory revised?

1980s - Soviet doctrine unlocked 
(understand order of battle ðconopsðforce structure)

òAny doctrine founded on a false 

premise cannot be sustained.ó

(MG Robert Scales, US-Army)

20XX - Russian doctrine ? 
(understand order of battle ðconopsðforce structure)

?
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The problem -Russiaôs defense (1)
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War in Ukraine 2022 ðRUS invasion and UKR counter-offensive
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Russiaôs defense ða doctrinal view
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The SurovikinDefense Line 
Russiaôsdefensein eastern& southern 

Ukraine

General Surovikin
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The role and nature of Russiaõs defense in the 21st

century

ÁAdapted Soviet era concepts to meet 21st century 
strategic tasks and battlefield realities

-Considering ðwestern manoeuvre warfare, air-power, 
superior troop level, weapons of mass-destruction, 
precision-guided munitions, electromagnetic warfare

ÁRole/purpose of the defense: 

-Defense as a temporary activity that sets the 
conditions for the offense!

-Only the offense brings the initiative and defeats the 
enemy!

ÁGoals of the defense: 

-Repel attacks, hold ground and inflict maximum 
enemy losses 

Russiaôs defense ða doctrinal view
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bŀǇƻƭŜƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ aƻǎŎƻǿ 

Battle of Kursk 1943 
ςSoviet turning point 

Surovikin-Line 2023
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The role and nature of Russiaõs defense                                  
in the 21st century: 

ÁDilemma: lack of mass; precision, lethality and                               
range of weapons 

ÁStability(òStandfestigkeitó) - to resist and survive enemy direct and 
indirect as well as lethal and non-lethal strikes 

-Emphasis on more dispersal, more cover and concealment, more protection, 
more decentralization, more focus on threatened axis of advance - allow 
gaps, é

ÁActiveness- to place the enemy under planned and integrated fire 
and create adverse conditions for the enemy to manage the battle 

-Pre-empt fire, 

-Concentration of fires ðnot systems and personnel,

- Indirect fire (Arty, UAVs) priority,

-Allow òfall back optionsó, 

-Counter-penetration - prepared stay-behind reserves,

-Conduct counter-attacks.

Russiaôs defense ða doctrinal view
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Russiaôs defense ða doctrinal view
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Russiaõs positional defense

ÁGoals: 

-block and repel attacks

-deny terrain to enemy considered too important 
to lose, 

-produce maximum enemy losses

ÁòAn aggressive and active defense is a 
stable defenseó

-Stability

ÅPrepared and hardened battle positions 
throughout the AOR,

ÅEcheloned order of battle with multiple 
defensive lines

ÅAnti-tank capabilities iccw obstacles

ÅSafety bubble with air-defense and EW to 
combat air-threats (incl. UAS)  

-Activeness

ÅIntegrated fire-system

ÅPrepared stay behind reserves 

ÅPre-planned counterattacks

Russiaôs defense ða doctrinal view
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Stability
Activeness



Austrian Armed Forces
National DefenseAcademy

Institute for Higher Military Leadership

The division in the 
positional defense

ÁOrder of battle

ÁConcept of operation

Russiaôs defense ða doctrinal view
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6 ð8 km

Russiaôs defense ða doctrinal view
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Main defense zone = defense sector/division
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Order of battle/positional 

defense of a division

1 2 3 4

Russiaôs defense ða doctrinal view
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Order of battle/positional 

defense of a division
Russiaôs defense ða doctrinal view
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Order of battle/positional 

defense of a division

19

Russiaôs defense ða doctrinal view

Activeness
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Order of battle/positional 

defense of a division
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