COMANDO PER LA FORMAZIONE

E SCUOLA DI APPLICAZIONE DELL'ESERCITO A{
Reparto Didattico
Cattedra Storia Militare ESERCITO

Is the maneuvre warfare the first casualty of the
war in Ukraine?

Theresian Military Academic Forum 2024

9 October 2024




SUMMARY .

Prologue.

A long struggle.

Tuchacevskij neglected.

The operational-tactical perspective.

The strategic perspective: the return of the attrition war?

Education and training.

X X X X X X

In depth analysis: Blitzkrieg!

Col. BONCI Gianluca & Ltc RIGGI Fabio 2/24



h§1 *

=) ESERCITO

PROLOGUE

Col. BONCI Gianluca & Ltc RIGGI Fabio 3/24



c PROLOGUE .

In January 1991, following Operation “Desert Shield”, Operation
“Desert Storm” was launched against Iraqgi ground forces to
liberate Kuwait

Russian armoured column of
tanks and vehicles advances
into Ukraine, February 2022

German
Panzer
column of
tanks and
vehicles
advances
into URSS,
June 1941

Israeli tanks advancing in the Six-Day War.
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A cornerstone of NATO doctrine

NATO STANDARD

MANOEUVRIST APPROACH i

The manoeuvrist approach seeks to shape understanding, avoid
strengths and selectively target and exploit critical vulnerabilities ALLIEDSOINT DOCTRINE
and other points of influence to disrupt cohesion and to seize,

Edition F Version 1

DECEMBER 2022
maintain and exploit the initiative. The manoeuvrist approach |

contrasts with other direct approaches, such as attrition or

annihilation. / \

AJP-01 «Allied Joint Doctrine», 2022, p. 82 \\ / !
“ NATO STANDARD
|
L L] NORTH ATLANTIC TREA| AJP-32
The principles of the ALLIED JOINT DOCTRINE

ALLIED JOINT PY FOR LAND OPERATIONS

manoeuvrist approach are as i
follows:

I
(N

* Application of mission command; Covers of some of N\ )7
* Focus on enemy’s vulnerabilities; NATO's doctrinal ,
] o publications in which
« Exploit opportunities; they refer to the S RTREETH
. . » manoeuvrlSt Published by the
 Bold and decisive action; approach. o

« Aqility.
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Lections from history

Manoeuvrist approach ensures to:
« win rapidly; |
« economically (in terms of losses and sources);

« and very often with definitive results.

L SCHEME of «DEEP BATTLE»
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3. Aliguota di
manovra:

Three great
interpreters of the
Manoeuvrist
approach in the
WWII: George
Patton, Erich von

Manstein and
Michail
Tuchacevskij.

Riserve di
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Attrition warfare: The other side of the coin

oyt B

WAINCUN O

Maneuver-Warfare Theory
and AirLand Battle

AU LEGIMIARD

French infantry comes out of a trench for a bayonet
assault in 1916 at Verdun.

Despite the doctrine, there are
cases in which armies have

A massive been forced to accept the
Infantry attack . .y

during the logic of attrition under:

“Great War” - the weight of the conditions

(1914-1918). . .
imposed by the battlefield;

« technological evolution.
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TUCHACEVSKIJ NEGLECTED A

The Russian invasion of Ukraine (2022)

Russo-Ukrainian War 2022

Brest %
")
S 3 ronezh
L~ Political Objective
Lublin 0% Point 2 :
o 3 (Limit of Advance?) | |
Lutsk I—‘
O

*. oAhe O =
\N(on X ’
RUSSIAN END  BEEESIR
T~ Geostrategic
Decisi

m,:p";lc ~ [__Point2

STATE. Point4A. | Kropyvnytskyi  “thifro
([ ] O \O‘-‘.

Decisive -
Decisi Polm:glc Lo
ve .B. 2 Q)
Geographic A 0Z aponizhil” & s foeR.
DOVA. 45 N Rostov-
‘ by s on-Don

Immediate collapse of the e
Ukrainian government |
and regime change. |
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When history repeats itself

Austrian
Republic

os\ovak Republic

e

Salgétarjén

Szolnok

The Hungarian Revolution of 1956 and f

FJRNA~-MAPS

Photos, first is from Budapest, second
one’s exact location is unknown
Lo v o

g Soviet i

Before official invasion by the USSR
~ About 200,000 people protest in Budapest. T demonstratin. mostly
foluton. They capturs the pariamont snd

Nyitogyhaza

FEDERAL

Hungorian delegation 1 o s REPUBLIC
evoning. Soviets complet arcled Eumw;
Sltuanon on 4th November 1956 OF
00 Soviet army enters streets of Budapest GERMANY

The course of the occupation
32 August 1968

_HELP", transiated in Hungarian. English. German and Russian

After official mvasmn by the USSR

of soviet divisions taking par

the Soviets. USSR, seeing pressure, starts

bombmvmrrmy 4 Butlum they even use their modern MiG-15

Janos Kédsr atrives at Budapest in a Soviet tank

1111 L by the Soviet army

2211 - Imie Nagy s captured by Soviet troops and is moved to Romania, He is &
executed two years later

i Intervention troops

(_oth November Official flag of Hungary, protesters

removed socialist coat of arms

“7\ Movement before invasion
Withdrawal before invasion
“~
\ - 1‘ Invasion routes
_—
s Active resistance

<
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I == T seo v ) ; : Russian offensive
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' omm g . . : .
5 D,..m\ e I, N, its culminating point
°-w Muw ,h,‘ and In the following
i L e LEGEND .
o4 .o..u... i month of April, the
| o ol 's;mmvmon .
A = W o e e Russian ground
g / PAKISTAN Terory contrlled forces began to
S Ui donbetedl retreat.
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BREAKING
UKRAINE WAR
Russian troops withdrawing
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mistakes '

1.Hasty and deficient
planning;
2. Deficient preparation,

Two of the greatest Soviet
military theorists: Svechin
(above) and Tuchaéevskij.

logistic support of the
maneuver; :
3.Insufficient forces for
a large-scale invasion;

Ukrainian Armed
Forces.
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Ukraine: a back to “basics” of real war (1/3)

1. Great importance that both armies in the conflict o T AT
attribute to artillery confirmed by: B ooco0c | Socessec
a. the presence in the battle order of the brigades on | .= [ Ssepea

both sides of two battalions of single-tube artillery,
and a third unit of multiple rocket launchers;
b. modern fire control systems;

TOS-1 “Buratino” Artillery Systems on

c. consolidated use of UAVs as sensors for targeting parade in Red Square.
and fire observation; T ——
d. confirmed effectiveness of precision-guided '

munitions:

The innovative Ukrainian «Kropyva» fire
control systems.

A modern HIMARS system. = . ‘ » UAVs used as sensors for targeting and fire
i i X observation.
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Ukraine: a back to “basics” of real war (2/3)

2. High defensive value of field fortifications and
minefields;

| 3. Asort of return to the
“siege warfare” and the
use of “assault
r— = detachments”, a battalion

Aerial view of the city of Bakhmut, . ‘g
strenuously defended by Ukrainian troops. level formation SpeCIflcally
designed for the attack on
fortified positions and

Ukrainian infantry in

Urban areaS; training in the defense of

fortifications.

4. Areturn to a traditional structure based on
stronger and more homogeneous brigades,
regiments and divisions, capable of sustaining

Task Organization (TO) for a Battalion Tactical prOtraCted Operatlons;
Group (BTG).
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Ukraine: a back to “basics” of real war (3/3)

5. The implementation of the concept of “no
contact warfare” which affects the entire depth
of a theatre of operations, and even the entire
enemy territory;

6. The proliferation and ubiquity of UAS systems
which led to the introduction of the concept of
Flames rise during an explosion in Toropets, Tver region, “transparent battleﬁeld”;

Russia. Screenshot taken from a video posted on social
media, Wednesday, September 18, 2024.

7. Confirmed effectiveness of anti-tank guided missile systems (ATGM) and anti-aircraft

missiles (SAM and MANPAD) seems more lethal in crushing offensives than in
supporting them.

A destroyed
tank belonging
to Russia/ pro-
Russian forces

lies amidst

rubble in the
north of the
ruined city.

Mg '
l ™
.' Ml Koy

E b nit

A Ukrainian infantry squad carries a drone on
its shoulder.
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'~ THE STRATEGIC PERSPECTIVE | .%.

The era of industrial warfare is back?

WARTIME GROWTH
OF MANUFACTURING EACTLITIES “This reality [the war in Ukraine]
O e hemae | | should be a concrete warning for
| Western countries, which have
e oG |- downsized military industrial
(ot capacity and sacrificed scale and
s st effectiveness for efficiency”.
o P E W::m :: Lt Col (Retd) Alex Vershinin Vf{g{{fﬁ ri%%tef:)? i%smof
B Korea, Iraq and
US military E Machios Too's ] Afghanistan. RUSI.
iniizt;iné}bjigﬁse NESEE Western politicians and military leaders should:
trom 1939 to N | 1. direct and coordinate new industrial policies and
1945 N | financial investments;
2. increase military production (especially ammunition
R and anti-tank and ballistic missiles);
sl 3. develop production partnerships;
oo, 4. research into technological standardization of
Mot platforms;
2 10 8 6 4 2 0 5. extend logistics communality.
OF BOLLARS OF BOLLARS

Source: Wartime Production Achievements, 6
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The “Afghanization” of the western armies

Low intensity counter-insurgency scenarios of the
ACTIVE MILITARY last 30 earg led to: o
MANPOWER BY y '
COUNTRY 1. progressive abandonment of the medium and heavy
A.:tivedMili;ar! M:\.npower.trac:stalllt:n:se pl(:r.sontlel . Com ponent Of the Com bat forces;
{oMoht elements avallable to a nation st any given moment. . _ _
ik o 2. training, formulation and development of doctrine

e s L 205,000 and procurement of combat materials focused on
s INdia ,450,000 = Ira 200,000 . . .
B eases 1390000 P Ui low-intensity scenarios;
EZH North Korea 1,200,000 I vorocco 200,000
el ol o B 3. reduced ranks of armies to diminish expenses.
= Iran 575,000 ritrea 175,000
'8 south Korea 555,000 E :outh Sudan 175,000
Vietnam 470000 % israel 173,000
— Egypt 440000 [ N itay 170,000
Tarkiye ' 425000 [l Taiwan 170,000 ltalian conscripts

Indonesia 400,000 - Bangladesh 165,000 . f | trainin
.8 Myanmar 400,000 : Ethiopia 150,000 I_n orrn_a . g
I Colombia 360,000 - DR Congo 140,000 n garrlson n the

Brazil 360,000 EER \onezuela 137,500 70s. Nowadays a
=== Thailand ss0000 M M nigeria 135,000 return to military
Bl mexico 250000 ‘= Greece 130,000 service is a path
BEI sriLanka 250,000 I_Augena 130,000 that is not only
® Japan 240,000 s SPain 120,000 politically
B3 saudi Arabia 225000  mmmm Poland 120,000 unviable, but also

socially

unacceptable.
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EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Col. BONCI Gianluca & Ltc RIGGI Fabio 20/24



' EDUCATION AND TRAINING | .%.

New training and education paths for new challenges

Recent conflicts should have immediate
repercussions on military education and
training:

1. great return of history and the study of the classics
of military literature;

2. inclusion of case studies focused on the planning
and conduct of modern joint-force combat
operations;

3. introduction of the wargaming;

THE SOCIOLOGY OF

4. training should increasingly tend towards the use of e G

combined arms complexes from a joint and
multinational perspective;

5. return to platoon level trench digging training and
battlefield position strengthening work techniques;

6. introduce the study and management of the
behavioral and sociological dynamics of battle.
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§ BLITZKRIEG! Lk

REAL INNOVATION:

1. The operational tempo of ., 7. Air force: _
the maneuver is linked 6. Mopping up of - support (Ist ine}  Ju-87 Stukadive .
to the speed of enemy resistance LA B an dlnttehr |ct|?n '
: pockets by the Yoot in depth (up to
progression of the - 200-300 km).
. mechanized infantry LN
armored vehicles and (Panzergrenadier .
not to that of the units) =

"OlJQlLl < X 1
WN=ERE

: 1]
3. Outflanking of & El 1]

positions also with e
the help of airborne

units
1. Identification of one

Infantry!!!
2. Firstreal use of
combined arms
LY
complexes!f *+]
.

XX

Nx"
A
“

R or more precise «Blitzkrieg»:
. weak points of the
ot enemy device
@ (Schewerpunkt SCheme Of
E concept) by
-;‘ scouting/air maneuvre

reconnaissance units ||
XX °

(-
Il
I:
5. D trati - =] o
. Deep penetration 4. Creation of pockets

and exploitation of  of resistance, through A 2. Attack and breach of the enemy front lines by a

success by armored encirclement *, o+ strong armored component, supported by self-propelled
units (Kesselschlacht) artillery and motorized infantry (Panzergrenadier),

carried out with enveloping maneuvers

2" Linea e
obiettivi in
profondita

XX

1~ Linea
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Q&A

Col. BONCI Gianluca

email: cadipdot2@comform.esercito.difesa.it
gon/3@libero.it

Phone (Mil.): +39 011 5603 4277
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