Nuclear
warfighting

The manouverist side of
nuclear deterrence revisited
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Nuclear weapons do not hold military value

Will never be used

Nuclear _

Myth b u | I d | n g?)r;far;:x;rl]o: used in Combined Armed

g A nuclear use would always alter the type of
conflict

All are strategic



Nuclear
Deterrence

One model to fit all
employment scenarios




Credibility — the neglected part of the ,triad’

A plausible nuclear
warfighting
doctrine

Political will to
execute

The possibility of
victory




Estimated Global Nuclear Warhead Inventories, 2024
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The world's nine nuclear-armed states collectively possess more than
12121 nuclear warhead’s, of which approximately 9,585 are earmarked ;

for delivery by military forces. Russia and the United States possess ‘
nearly 90% of all nuclear warheads, although that percentage is likely .
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to shrink over the coming years as other states increase their nuclear

arsenals. JI" 2
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Strategic vs. Operational and Tactical
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Definitions of nuclear
weapons

Yield ?

Employment method?

Range?

Doctrinal thinking?




Weapon effects

Fireball
(depending on
employment
method)

Cratering

Psychological
Shock

Overpressure Fallout




NATO

'...NATO should be prepared to
take immediate military action in
the event of aggression, including
nuclear weapons..’

SACEUR Gen Gruenther, 06
October 1954, ,Discussion of MC
48°




Pentomic Army and Manouverist Approach

FIGURE 10. ©.S. PENTOMIC INFANTRY
DIVISION
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Figure 59. Light weapon on port-a-packs.
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Figure 60. Equipment grounded.
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Release procedures

Buttom down

e Division e NAC, SHAPE
commander approves SACEUR
e SACEUR, SHAPE and Strike Plan

NAC approves



NATO-

Nuclear
Arsenal
COLD WAR
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Nuclear signalling

* Potential use of nuclear weapons used as a
tool

* Manouvre warfare also in the cognitive
domain

Nuclear Weapons in Europe

A US.nuclear weapons storage site A Russian nuclear weapons storage site
[ US. ally with U.S. nuclear weapons storage site ® Russian base for strategic nuclear forces
"] US. ally with its own nuclear weapons

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

MEDITERRANEAN
SEA

Note: Locations of Russian storage sites and bases are estimates based on available information.

Sources: Federation of American Scientists; UN Institute for Disarmament Research; Congressional Research Service. COUNCILon
FOREIGN
RELATIONS



Dual-Capable
Russian

missile
coverage

B Missile units currently within reach of Ukraine  [JNormal peacetime positions

—Movement to current position Combined range of units capable of hitting Ukraine
/1/ 7
7 RUSSIA
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Conclusions
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Threat of tactical nuclear weapons a reality

@ Realistic interpretation of nuclear capabilties

- Capabilites are not relevant without the proper political concept of
a Crisis



