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Motivation

• The letter of invitation – Cadet Battalion 

• ”Is manoeuvre dead?”

• Military training and classes focused on manoeuvre warfare

➢Armour and mechanized infantry school – emphasis on manoeuvre

➢Experience from the Croatian Homeland war (1991-1995)

• The main motivation – ”defend” the relevance of manoeuvre



Contested Form of Conduct

• Critics claim:
➢ rapid technological advancement (ISTAR) manoeuvre easy to detect

➢most of the world’s population – urban environment      manoeuvre irrelevant

➢ the war in Ukraine – obvious example of the war of attrition manoeuvre obsolete

Manoeuvre is dead



Manoeuvre in Theory

• Manoeuvre - employment of forces on the battlefield through movement in combination with 
fire, or fire potential, to achieve a position of advantage in respect to the enemy in order to 
accomplish the mission

• Manoeuvrist approach - focuses on destroying the enemy's will to fight rather than the 
enemy's physical forces
➢ Sun Tzu: "The supreme art of war is to subdue the enemy without fighting." 
➢ seizing and exploiting initiative
➢mission command – core philosophy



The War in Ukraine

• Mission command in Ukraine

➢ one of the reasons for the initial success against materially stronger enemy

➢ opposed to the detailed command (Soviet legacy)

➢ employed since 2014

➢ General Zaluzhny – strong advocate

➢ RUSI: ”…were competitive against their adversaries not because of superior equipment in the early phases of the war but because 
they were adaptable—especially at the tactical level—and rapidly innovated new capabilities and concepts of employment to 
address specific areas of vulnerability where the Russians had achieved overmatch.”

➢ senior leadership lacking the acceptance 



The War in 
Ukraine (2)

• The initial phase of the war – war of 
manoeuvre
➢ rapid, mobile operations aimed at achieving 

swift and decisive victories

➢ Hostomel assault – tactical manoeuvre with 
possible strategic consequences (poor 
planning and execution)

➢ Had the assault been successful, would 
manoeuvre still be questioned?

➢ Ukraine - defence-in-depth strategy and 
mobile defence, transitioning to an offence 



The War in Ukraine (3)

• Russians failed to adhere to the basic principles of manoeuvre warfare

➢ effective use of combined arms

➢ decentralized command 

➢ quick, disciplined decision-making, particularly at the lower levels of command

➢ exploitation of the initial successes



The War in Ukraine (4)

• Transition to attrition occurred because of operational factors and the evolving situation on the battlefield:

➢ Logistical challenges

➢ Extensive drones usage

➢ Counterattacks

➢ Urban and rural centres

➢ International support

➢ Morale

➢ Unclear strategic goals



The War in Ukraine (5)

• Flawed decision-making at the operational and tactical levels by Russian forces

• Tendency of false reporting – all levels of command

• At the tactical level, lack of understanding of how their actions fit into the strategic plan



The War in Ukraine (6)

• Kharkiv and Kherson 2022 counteroffensives:

➢ decisive actions 

➢ when conditions are set, manoeuvre is still relevant

➢ The Kherson and Kharkiv counteroffensives highlight two key factors that increase the success rate of offensive 

manoeuvres on the battlefield:

1. effective integration of combined arms

2. concentration of forces and achieving numerical superiority in specific areas of the battlefield at critical times



The War in Ukraine (7)

• Prior to Kharkiv and Kherson 2022 counteroffensive - targeting the command and control nodes, 

logistical centres and other support systems demonstration of the manoeuvrist approach

• How? With mass fires – attrition setting conditions for the manoeuvre

• The importance of the war of attrition: enabling manoeuvre

• "Manoeuvre warfare proved successful when prolonged attrition made it easy.” (Gady and Kofman, 2023)

• Claim: modern wars will most likely consist of both the manoeuvre and attritional phase, in 

different ratios



The War in Ukraine (7)

• Key takeaways:

• decision-making processes and command culture can directly impact the success of military operations

• the lack of multidomain operations, combined arms manoeuvre, and poor command culture have led to the 

extensive use of attritional warfare in the Ukrainian war

• manoeuvre still relevant and in use (initial phases, 2022 counteroffensive)

• manoeuvre only possible when conditions are set (concentration of forces, manpower, surprise, boldness…)

• value of attrition – setting the conditions



The War in Gaza (1)

• mainly urban area of operations

• characteristics of both the war of manoeuvre and the war of attrition

Attrition Manoeuvre

High casualty and destruction rate Effort concentration

Blockades, isolation Targeting specifical nodes

Guerilla tactics by Hamas Rapid, organized movement

Adaptability to intelligence

Combined arms, elite units, modern 
ISTAR technology



The War in Gaza (2)

• Effort concentration - high-value targets and strategic 
objectives, such as the Rafah crossing and the Philadelphi 
Corridor

➢The raid on the Hamad Towers in Khan Younis - precise 
attack aimed at destroying alleged Hamas infrastructure 
and strongpoints

• The IDF showed rapid, organised and flexible movements 
rather than inert and static engagements

• Assymetrical and uncnonventional conflict – proof that the 
manoeuvre is possible in urban environment

• But is this the manoeuvrist approach?



Still a Key Method

• Manoeuvre – a tool for conducting decisive actions

• Wars in Ukraine and Gaza show that it still has relevance

• In order to conduct manoeuvre, conditions must be set

• If manoeuvre is not possible, attrition must be employed

• Attrition proves to set the conditions for effective manoeuvre

• The combination of manoeuvre and attrition is a key



Thank you for your attention!


