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Manoeuvre Warfare 2.0

Information Manoeuvre

USING PRINCIPLES OF MANOEUVRIST

APPROACH TO OUTTHINK THE OPPONENT



Agenda

 Manoeuvre – From Tactics to Strategic Thinking

 Manoeuvre, Positional and Attrition Warfare

 Examples of Manoeuvre Warfare Over Time

 Chess – A Manoeuvrist Approach

 The OODA Loop as a Decision Framework

 Information Manoeuvre – The New Manoeuvrist Approach?

 It Always Starts and Ends With Information

“Chess is war over the board.

The object is to crush the opponent's mind.”

(Bobby Fischer)



Manoeuvre – From Tactics to 

Strategic Thinking

 What‘s „Manoeuvre“?

(NATO 2022)

“the employment of forces on the battlefield 

 through movement 

 in combination with fire, or fire potential, 

 to achieve a position of advantage in respect 
to the enemy 

in order to accomplish the mission“

Important: 

Gaining a psychological, as well as physical edge by using speed, momentum, 

and surprise to demoralize the enemy by ultimately breaking the will to fight.

“Good positions don’t win games, good moves do.” 

(Gerald Abrahams)



Broader Perspective necessary

 Modern conflicts operate on multiple levels
simultaniously:

 Military Action only ONE instrument of Power:

 Politics (Foreign, Domestic)

 Economics

 Media / Information

 Civilian Affairs

 Religion, Etc.

 military success in a modern, grand-scale conflict is the 

result of the integrative interaction of these instruments 
of power!

 Therefore: We have to broaden our understanding of 
Manoeuvre to enhance the chances of success!

 Example of Ukraine: Military endeavors + civil defence, 
coordination internal and external (diplomatic) 
communication made a difference → resilience as a 
whole (Successes of 2022).



Three different ways of acting

Manoeuvre
Warfare

Positional
Warfare

Attritional
Warfare

WAR

phases of mobility often alternate

with static (positional) or attritional

phases. 

In the Ukraine conflict, these phases

sometimes coexist and sometimes

alternate. 



Symbol of attritional warfare:

Destruction in Bachmut, UKR

Attritional warfare shifts 

the focus to the 

economic-political level: 

re-triangulating the 

overarching relative 

balance of power –

potential prerequisite for 

switching back to 

maneuver warfare later 

on



Recapture of Kharkiv Oblast (Sept/Oct

2022) exemplifies manoeuvre warfare's

essence: 

achieving surprise with high operational 

and tactical tempo to produce combined

physical and psychological effects

Critical role of information and OpSec

Ukrainian soldiers near the entrance mark in Shevchenkove (Kharkiv Oblast, Sept 2022)

freshly repainted (from Russian flag colors into Ukrainian ones)



Examples of Manoeuvre Warfare 

Over Time
Combined arms (Iraq 2003)Information (Austerlitz 1805)



Battlefield of glass?

Too much informationToo few information

Fog of war

(Clausewitz)



The Evolved Battlefield:

From 2D to 3D Chess

“Strategy requires thought, tactics require observation.” (Max Euwe)



Chess – A Manoeuvrist Approach

Operational factors Operational factors

ChessMilitary



Chess –

A

Manoeuvrist

Approach

• Attrition

• Position

• Manoeuvre

•



New Dynamics of Warfare 
The Importance of Feedback Loops

 Manoeuvre Warfare: focus on agility over brute force

 Outpacing enemy reactions using the OODA Loop

 OODA Loop: Observe, Orient, Decide, Act - a dynamic
feedback system

 Feedback loops drive real-time adaptation

 Transition from physical actions to influencing enemy
thought processes.

 The cognitive dimension: shaping thought processes

 Success depends on outpacing AND outthinking the
enemy

Key Takeaway: Modern warfare requires rapid evolution in both physical and cognitive

domains, not just faster actions.



The OODA Loop Explained
A Decision-Making Framework

 Definition: Cyclical Decision-making

framework by Colonel John Boyd.

 Phases: Observe, Orient, Decide, 

Act—continuous cycle.

 Purpose: Enhances situational 
awareness and adaptability. 

 Important: Speed is important, 

but quality matters.

Key Takeaway: Effective use of the OODA Loop balances quick execution with high-

quality decision-making.



Manoeuvre Warfare & the OODA 

Loop
The Role of Cognitive Strategy and Outpacing the Enemy

Russia's Objectives

 Annex territories (Crimea, Donbas)

 Establish pro-Russian governance

 Diminish NATO/EU influence

 Russia’s Strategy: Cyber warfare, rapid

territorial expansion

Ukraine's Objectives:

 Defend sovereignty and territorial integrity

 Regain occupied territories

 Secure international support for defense.

 Ukraine adapts quickly to counter Russia’s
advantages.

Key Takeaway: Both sides engage in a constant cycle of observation and refinement of

strategies This emplifies continuous adaptation through the OODA Loop to outthink and

outpace the enemy.



Operational Environments
Integrating Physical, Cognitive, and Informational Strategies

 Physical Dimension

 Key Regions: Donetsk, Luhansk, urban centers (Kharkiv, Mariupol)

 Logistics: Importance of supply lines and strategic targets

 Information Dimension

 Intelligence Gathering: Role of reconnaissance and electronic

warfare

 Tech Tools/Drones: Real-time intelligence and battlefield
awareness

 Cognitive Dimension

 Propaganda: Psychological operations to influence perceptions

 Cyber Warfare: Impact on morale and information flow

 Integrated Strategy

 Holistic Approach: Synergy among physical, cognitive, and

informational strategies

 Narrative Control: Managing perceptions through propaganda
and cyber operations



The Future of Manoeuvre Warfare
Adapting to Multidimensional Challenges

Strategic Insights

 Cognitive Warfare: Essential to modern tactics.

 Manoeuvre Warfare's Relevance: evolved into a multidimensional approach.

 Call to Action: Importance of evolving mental models like to OODA Loop for future success.

Key Takeaway: Manoeuvre is alive and evolving. Success depends on outmaneuvering

opponents across physical, cognitive, and informational dimensions.



Information Manoeuvre – The New 

Manoeuvrist Approach?

“Information Manoeuvre entails directing and executing activities 

that transcend the cognitive, virtual, and physical dimensions of 

the Information Environment.

It encompasses the comprehensive coordination of activities 

within the Operational Environment, integrating all instruments of 

power across every dimension.

The objective is to affect the behaviour of all target groups 

effectively and secure the advancement of one's own interests.”

(authors) “In life, as in chess, forethought wins“
(Charles Buxton)



It Always Starts and Ends With 

Information “When you see a good move, look for a better one.” 

(Emanuel Lasker)

© authors


