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Personal Introduction

o OF-2 GINTHOR Johannes, M.A.

@ Born 1991, married and one daughter,

@ Graduated from the Theresan Military Academy in 2014,
@ PLTLDR, 2IC, COYCDR/Mechanized Infantry Battalion 35,

@ @Graduated from the 23. General Staff Course at the
National Defence Academy in VIENNA in 2024,

“  Currently instructor at the Theresan Military Academy.
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Introduction - Intent

< Aim of the presentation:

Attrition Warfare related, and what deductions can be made
regarding understanding the operational level?

@ The Purpose:

U ..liesin understanding the impact of doctrinal approaches
(wheter they are mutually applicable or not) in order to —
following Clausewitz — impose one’s will upon the enemy .
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Wortart: Substantiv, feminin

Offensive Operationen der Ubungstruppe Blau und Gewiisseriibergang an der Aller
durch Kriifte des I1 (US) Corps am Mittwoch, 16. September 1987
Blue offensive operations and river-crossing operations by I11 (US) Corps at the Aller
on Wednesday, 16 September 1987
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1 NATO Strategic Concept 2022, online: https://www.act.nato.int/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/290622-strategic-concept.pdf, p. 3.
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https://madsciblog.tradoc.army.mil/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/ANFW-LSCO-FG-BP.png
https://tankograd.com/html/img/pool/3029%20CertainStrike%2004.jpg
https://www.act.nato.int/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/290622-strategic-concept.pdf
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Attrition vs. Man. Appr.

Attrittion Warfare
(Direct Approach)

< Apply directly

¢ Domination of &

20/11/24 Sources:
NATO, “AJP-01: Allied Joint Doctrine” (Edition F Version 1, Online, 2022 2

ﬁ he direct approach entails deployinﬂ
one's own combat power directly
against that of the opposing party. The
aim is to diminish their combat
effectiveness through continuous
destruction of their elements of
combat until, ultimately, one's own

will can be enforced. utnors sefinition) /
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IS, my, 2024), p. 26.
scohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&scope=site&db=nlebk&db=nlabk&AN=2665329,p.17.


https://tdhj.org/blog/post/manoeuvre-manoeuvrist-approach/
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Attrition vs. Man. Appr.

Attrittion Warfare
(Direct Approach)

/ The objective here is to identifh
vulnerabilities within the
opposing system and to deploy
one's own combat power
predominantly against these
vulnerabilities.

\ (Author’s definition) /

20/11/24 Sources:

ttttttttt .org/blog/post/manoeuvre-manoeuvrist-approach,

Manoeuvrist Approach
(Indirect Approach)

Apply Combat Power against
Vulnerabilities

Combined use of Manoeuvre, Mass,

Firepower and Tempo?

18


https://tdhj.org/blog/post/manoeuvre-manoeuvrist-approach/
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Attrittion Warfare
(Direct Approach)
< Apply directly
¢ Domination of &

~

(The direct approach entails deploying one's
own combat power directly against that of
the opposing party. The aim is to diminish
their combat effectiveness through
continuous destruction of their elements of
combat until, ultimately, one's own will can

Attrition vs. Man. Appr.

Manoeuvrist Approach
(Indirect Approach)

[ J

Apply Combat Power against

Combined use of , ,
and

K be enforCEd. (Author’s definition) )

20/11/24

Sources:
https
NATO, “AJP-01: Allied Joint
Johannes Ginthér, “Der russisch-ukrainische Krieg — Pri
1-) Brett A. Friedman, ON TACTICS: A Theory of Victory

ch,
nline, 2022), p. 82.

‘tdhj.org/blog/post,

\_

The objective here is to identify
vulnerabilities within the opposing system
and to deploy one's own combat power
predominantly against these vulnerabilities.

(Author’s definition)

\

J
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n des westlichen Verstadndnisses operativer Prinzipien?” (Masterthesis, National Defence Academy, 2024), p. 26.
tle (S.I.: NAVAL INSTITUTE PRESS, 2020), https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&scope=site&db=nlebk&db=nlabk&AN=2665329,p. 17.


https://tdhj.org/blog/post/manoeuvre-manoeuvrist-approach/

AUSTRIAN ARMED FORCES

\/ CPT GINTHOR Johannes Attrition VS . Ma n . App r-

Attrittion Warfare Manoeuvrist Approach
(Direct Approach) (Indirect Approach)

S Apply directly @ Apply Combat Power against
@ Domination of &
( \ @ Combined use of : ,
The manoeuvrist approach contrasts with other direct and

approaches, such as attrition or annihilation.
Whereas an attritional approach seeks to achieve an -~ The manoeuvrist approach provides the ™
incremental reduction of the hostile actor's means i . p ,
mindset required to achieve behaviour-

and endurance, an annihilation approach demands 5 =t .
centric outcomes by exploiting the inherent

the complete destruction of the actor's means. These gt g ==
direct approaches can easily become stalemated, friction, uncertainty and human fallibilities

time-consuming and indecisive unless there is a $ found within competition. (ato ar-o1) )
\signiﬁcant advantage in combat power. (nato AJP-Ol)/

20/11/24 Sources: 20

https:, tdm.org/b\og/post manoeuvre-manoeuvrist-approach,

NATO AJP 01: Allied Joi Online, 2022), p. 82.

Johannes Ginthér, “Der SSISCh- krainische Krieg — Priifstein des westlichen Verstandni: operativer Pril
1-) Bri ttA Fri dm , ON TACTICS: A Theory of Victory in Battle (S.I.: NAVAL INSTITUTE PRESS 2020), http

ipien?” (Masterthesis, National Defence Academy, 2024), p. 26.
rch.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&scope=site&db=nlebk&db=nlabk&AN=2665329,p. 17.
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Attrittion Warfare
(Direct Approach)

O OO0

20/11/24

Attrition vs. Man. Appr.
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Attrittion Warfare
(Direct Approach)

&
> <
> <
&

20/11/24

Attrition vs. Man. Appr.
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Attrition vs. Man. Appr.

Attrittion Warfare

(Direct Approach)

ﬁ DEGRADE

>

DEGRADE

> O

DEGRADE

NSRS

DEGRADE
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Attrition vs. Man. Appr.
(s )
&

:> <> o¢

DEGRADE
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S

DEGRADE

DEGRADE
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Attrition vs. Man. Appr.
(=)

/fD <> :0& 5 <> <>
—>0 O

DEGRADE

—>0

DEGRADE

o C o

DEGRADE
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Attrition vs. Man. Appr.
Manoeuvrist Approach
DEQE = ??P‘S FAINT :>CONF9 ﬁngsme
—>Q ° — AN O

BYPASS

DEGRADE

DEGRADE ___>‘ Q
BREAK THROUGH
: ,/

DEGRADE /

S
20/11/24 SUPPRESY N\ 26
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Manoeuvrist Approach
(Indirect Approach)

DEQE [ “ FAINT :> < > ﬁRESERVE
[ CONFUSE
«P

BYPASS

DESTROY

—>Q ~ - A O ~

I
DEGRADE __>‘ Q
BREAK THROUGH .
: ,/

DEGRADE /

S
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Attrition vs. Man. Appr.
L = 0 e

%ﬁ‘ DESTROY

J 3
> <> W — AN o
DEGRADE FIX 0\5
.
> <> A—> Q
DEGRADE ‘ BREAK THROUGH

% : < :>S ',’ ’ ;P

DEGRADE
20/11/24 SUPPRESY N\ 28
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Attrittion Warfare
(Direct Approach) BYPASS
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@ Situation end of ,

Y near

Attrition vs.

Man. Appr.

Fast Breakthrough through the defensive lines and
possible outflanking — FEBA taken back immediately.

Evaluation:

-No/weak reserve forces;
-Defending forces “overstreched” and “undermanne
Conclusion:

Lack of Combat Power?

o

d”.

WarMapper.org

Avdiivka

_

2O/ A S

ar_Mapper/status/1783532670816776362?t=N3E7UZBEPhj0gcqOziCVTQ&s=35
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Attrition vs. Man. Appr.
—

Fast Breakth
possible outfl

EvalL

-NO = ~ A bl A -
-Defend e
Conclus oE

Lack of

arMapper.org

20/11/24 sources - 30

https://x.com/War_Mapper/status/1783532670816776362?t=N3E7UZBEPhj0gcq0zjCVTQ&s =35
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Operational Principles

Freedom of
Action

Con-
centration

Maintain
Combat
Power

20/11/24 32

Sources:
Johannes Ginthor, “Der russisch-ukrainische Krieg — Priifstein des westlichen Verstandnisses operativer Prinzipien?” (Masterthesis, National Defence Academy, 2024), p. 72.
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reedom of Action

Co
centrati

Maintain
Combat

Suprise

/ / Sources:
Johannes Ginthor, “Der russisch-ukrainische Krieg — Priifstein des westlichen Verstandnisses operativer Prinzipien?” (Masterthesis, National Defence Academy, 2024), p. 72.
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Operational Principles

Vertical Communication
(Strategy to Tactics)

—

Freedom of Actions —
Seize the Initiative

4

Freedom of
action

20/11/24 34

Sources:
Johannes Ginthor, “Der russisch-ukrainische Krieg — Priifstein des westlichen Verstandnisses operativer Prinzipien?” (Masterthesis, National Defence Academy, 2024), p. 82.
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Operational Principles

Freedom of
Action

Con-
centration

Maintain
Combat
Power

/ / Sources:
Johannes Ginthor, “Der russisch-ukrainische Krieg — Priifstein des westlichen Verstandnisses operativer Prinzipien?” (Masterthesis, National Defence Academy, 2024), p. 72.
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Operational Principles

Freedom of
Action
Con-
centration

Securitv

Maintain

Combat
Power

Initiative

/ / Sources:
Johannes Ginthor, “Der russisch-ukrainische Krieg — Priifstein des westlichen Verstandnisses operativer Prinzipien?” (Masterthesis, National Defence Academy, 2024), p. 72.
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Operational Principles

Combat
Power

20/11/24 ources. 37

Johannes Ginthor, “Der russisch-ukrainische Krieg — Priifstein des westlichen Verstandnisses operativer Prinzipien?” (Masterthesis, National Defence Academy, 2024), p. 90.
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Operational Principles

* Apply Combat Power

*  Framework given by
the operational level

/ / Sources:
Johannes Ginthor, “Der russisch-ukrainische Krieg — Priifstein des westlichen Verstandnisses operativer Prinzipien?” (Masterthesis, National Defence Academy, 2024), p. 98.
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Operational Principles

Freedom of

action * Enabling but also

Con- restricting
centration

* Apply Combat Power

*  Framework given by
the operational level

Maintain
combat
power

/ / Sources:
Johannes Ginthor, “Der russisch-ukrainische Krieg — Priifstein des westlichen Verstandnisses operativer Prinzipien?” (Masterthesis, National Defence Academy, 2024), p. 98.
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Operational Principles

Freedom of

action Enabling but also
* Apply Combat Power Con- restricting
s Framework given by centration Theory helps

the operational level X comprehend the
modern environment

Maintain
combat
power

20/11/24 41

Sources:
Johannes Ginthor, “Der russisch-ukrainische Krieg — Priifstein des westlichen Verstandnisses operativer Prinzipien?” (Masterthesis, National Defence Academy, 2024), p. 98.
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Apply Combat Power
Framework given by

the operational level

Plan, develop and
provide sustainable
forces

20/11/24

Sources:

Operational Principles

Freedom of
action
Con-
centration

Security

Maintain

combat

power
Simplicity

Initiative
Suprise

Enabling but also

restricting
Theory helps

comprehend the
modern environment

Johannes Ginthor, “Der russisch-ukrainische Krieg — Priifstein des westlichen Verstandnisses operativer Prinzipien?” (Masterthesis, National Defence Academy, 2024), p. 98.
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Operational Principles

Enabling but also

Apply Combat Power restricting
Framework given by A - Theory helps

the operational level ation comprehend the
Security modern environment

Maintain
combat

power High impact on all
Simplicity - M
' Suprise | Interdependencies
recognizeable!
(Industry to Combat
Power

Plan, develop and
provide sustainable

forces

/ / Sources:
Johannes Ginthor, “Der russisch-ukrainische Krieg — Prifstein des westlichen Verstandnisses operativer Prinzipien?” (Masterthesis, National Defence Academy, 2024), p. 98.
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Attrition vs. Man. Appr.
L = 0 e

%ﬁ‘ DESTROY

J 3
> <> W — AN o
DEGRADE FIX 0\5
.
> <> A—> Q
DEGRADE ‘ BREAK THROUGH

% : < :>S ',’ ’ ;P

DEGRADE
20/11/24 SUPPRESY N\ 45
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Attrittion Warfare
(Direct Approach) BYPASS
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Attrition OR Man. Appr.?
Attrittion Warfare Manoeuvrist Approach
(Direct Approach) BYPASS (Indirect Approach)
FAINT :> 0 ﬁRESERVE
CONFUSE

DESTROY

\H]

DEGRADE

BREAK THROUGH
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BYPASS/§/\
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Block, then attack.

@

DEGRADE

®

DEGRADE

//:{>382

®

DEGRADE

@

DEGRADE

Similarities recognizeable?

\

/X&

Degrade, then disrupt.
50



AUSTRIAN ARMED FORCES
CPT GINTHOR Johannes

Conclusion

Y instead of

“  Manoeuvrist Approach than manoeuvre.

@ Apply the of the enemy.
@ in the Russo-Ukrainian case:
@  The availability of and

“ Understand the through all

organisational levels - and more important:

The interdependencies that encompass/support/hinder the (doctrinal)
approach selected to impose one’s will upon the enemy!

20/11/24 o1
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Manoeuvre is Dead -
Long Live The Manoeuvrist Approach!

EEEEEEEEE

Doctrinal approaches and their influence on&by operational principles

Thank you for your =
attention - please feel
free to ask questions! X 7
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