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ManoeuvrewarfareςAnticipationand
succeedingstrategies

ÅChronologicalanalysisfrom 1700 B.C . to 1945

ÅFormations, weapons,  protagonists, different aspectsof combats

ÅInnovations, regulations, soldiersΨ fates



α¢ƘŜ keyelementof manoeuvrewarfareis the disruptionand
disorganisationof the enemyόΧύΦ ¢ƘŜ preceptis to createfor the
enemyasmanyunanticipatedandthreateningsituationsaspossible,  
while at the same time seekingout tacticaladvantageson the
battlefield. . This seekingout of advantageswill requirethe useof
opportunity tacticscoupledwith bold aggressive actionandindividual 
ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ όΧύΦάϝ

* G. I. Wilson, The ManeuverWarfareConcept. www.mca-marines.org(Articlepostedon July17, 2019).

http://www.mca-marines.org


Battle of Kadesh 1274 B.C. ςChariots, spies 
ŀƴŘ άƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎέ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ



AncientGreece



SwordtypesςNaue II 



Dendra panoply (Mycenae,  ~ 1400 B.C.)



.ƻŀǊΨǎtooth helmet(Mycenae)



Vase of Chigi(~ 640 B.C.) ςHopliteWarfare



Troy ςIƻƳŜǊΨǎwarfareelements





Phalanx 



Battle of Marathon 490 B.C. ςExampleof
ΰŘƻǳōƭŜ-envelopmentΨ



Alexander the Great 



Battle of Hydaspes



Summary 

ÅInnovationsin weaponsspreadveryfast

ÅChariotswerekeyelementssincethe Old EgyptianEmpire, but late
cavalryasown formation

ÅDifferent swordtypes(A to G, Naue II), lances, helmetsandarmors

ÅProto-phalanx formationssince7th centuryin Greece

Å!ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊΨǎmanoeuvresshowedsuccessfulflank attacks

ÅWar animals/ elephantsrequiredflexible adaptationof the strategy



Roman Empire



Battle of Pharsalus 48 B.C. ςFlanking 
manoeuvre 



ChariotsςαbigaάΣ αtrigaάΣ αquadrigaάΧ



Summary 

ÅProfessionalisation

ÅDivideet impera - severalcommanders

ÅαGladiusά asshort swordrole model

ÅChariotsaswar andsport vehicle

ÅEncirclementandflank manoeuvres



The MiddleAges 





Medieval warfare



Henry VIII. ςCostummade armor



The Siege of Boulogne1544



War andart



Catapultsandtheαtrebuchetά



Summary

ÅMedievalpoetry (e.g. Parzival andWillehalm) assourcefor war 
depictions, but with other characteristicsthan historiographical
sources

ÅMassive armamentfor sieges

ÅDetailedarmorsfor protection

ÅGreat varietyof weapons

ÅFeudal fiefdomςnoble knights/ armiesandmercenaries

ÅInfantrysoldiersasmost important factorςarmoredknightsto
protect the flanks



The Modern Era



The Grande ArméeandNapoleon 



Napoleonic manoeuvres  - άaŀƴƻŜǳǾǊŜ ǎǳǊ 
ƭŜǎ ŘŜǊǊƛŝǊŜǎέΣ ǎǇŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǊŜǇƻǿŜǊ



Leipzig 1813 ςCoalitionwarfare



French soldiersin WagramςArchaeological
analysis*

*Novetus





Raids in the American CivilWar 


