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The last 50 years of NATO doctrine: my observations

A current lack of context leads to a lack of clarity

Three manifestations of this lack of clarity

Recommendations for future doctrine developers

Building my argument
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1. The end of the Cold War
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The last 50 years of NATO doctrine



2. Three decades of PSO and COIN
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The last 50 years of NATO doctrine



3. The return of peer-to-peer conflict
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The last 50 years of NATO doctrine



• A range of different and incompatible definitions

• No clear « level of warfare » at which we can compare 
manœuvre and attrition

• The importation of the terminology in new areas that would be 
better served with a terminology of their own
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Three manifestations of a lack of clarity
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Recommendations for doctrine writers

• Reconsider the current set of definitions in its entirety in order to 
come up with a coherent framework of mutually exclusive and 
nested definitions

• Ensure new doctrine passes the litmus test of ongoing conflicts

• Exclude emotional preference and « gut feeling » when writing 
doctrine



Questions?
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Thank you !
Lieutenant-colonel (GS) Jeroen Verhaeghe

Defence College – Chair of Land Operations

• TMAF 24, 08 October 2024
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