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+ Is manoeuvre warfare dead? 

Ukraine “static” 

frontlines and return of 

positional warfare

+

My background of 

positional warfare on 

the Western Front

I don’t know.

However, I’m convinced

that positional warfare is 

very much alive
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High tempo

Surprise

Pre-emption

Simultaneity

Exploitation

Embracing

chaos

Unpredictability

Mission-type 

command orders
Unity of effort

Avoid enemy’s

strengths and focus on 

his weak points

Individual initiative

Flexibility

Agility

Moral courage

Accurate information

Tactical and

operational mobility

Favourable terrain

Mobile sustainment

infrastructure

Proficient formations

Economy of force

Audacity

Combined Arms warfare

Rapid

Unpredictable

Violent Disorienting

(the enemy)
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Option 1 Option 2



(D. JORDAN, UNDERSTANDING MODERN WARFARE, 2016)
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Insufficient
evidence that it

works and will work

Resurgence of 
defensive

dominance

Increase in urban
warfare

Potential enemies
may embrace other
forms of warfare in 
order to avoid us
being able to do 

manoeuvre warfare
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Positional or 
attritional warfare as 

an isolated and
singular approach is 
not the right solution

Positional warfare is 
not flashy and not 

popular

But you may have to
do it when

manoeuvre fails…

and wars have often
been decided

through
positional/attritional

warfare



A mix of approaches will be essential 
(manoeuvre, positional, attritional)

Our enemies can use that blend too

Military commanders must be flexible in 
order to blend these approaches seamlessly
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