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Starting Quote

» ,We have to recognise that the old concepts of fighting big tank battles on the
European landmass, which I think is what you are driving at, are over, and there
are other, better things that we should be investing in: in the FCAS—the future
combat air system—and in cyber. This is how warfare in the future is going to be
fought. We should be investing in our advanced early warning systems; that is
where we need to be.” (PM Boris Johnson)

o Liaison Committee Oral evidence from the Prime Minister, 177 November 2021, p. 34
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/3007/default/
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Western Politico-Military Culture

e Civilian control
 Setting strategic priorities
e Setting the budget
« Creating the framework for political-economic mass mobilization

« Political priorities:
o All-domain defensive capability
« Support of civilian authorities in emergencies
o Flexible use of armed forces

« Operations in the international space with allies (peacekeeping, peace enforcement, air
policing, anti-piracy, training support etc.)

o Cost efficiency
« Minimalize political costs of using armed forces




Civil-military relations in the Cold War

« Diverging social backgrounds after WW2
« With the passing of time ever fewer decision makers have military background

» Nuclear dimension vs. conventional dimension
« MAD and theoretical development

« Korean War

« Cuban missile crisis

« Limited nuclear war theories
« Conventional forces are a part of deterrence
« Use of proxies in warfare

e Irreqular dimension becomes more dominant




The Birth of AirLand Battle in the U.S.

« Major political factors:
e Failure inVietnam

e Reassurance of allies
« Weinberger Doctrine (later Powell Doctrine)
« Abandoning national service in favor of a professional force

« Immediate factors:
« Refocusing on core mission of fighting large scale conventional wars

 Technological improvements and development of the five major systems
e Learning from foreign experience (Yom Kippur War, 1973)

« Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm (1991) as validation




The ,Peace Divident” and Its Costs

 Focus on irregular challenges and weak/failing states

» Decreased forces structures
 Neglecting territorial defense concepts and capabilities

e Defense industrial ,,consolidation”

« Overly focusing on technological innovation and neglecting force structure

« Misunderstanding the nature and characteristics of war
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Contemporary Challenges

« Educate civilian leadership on the challenges of interstate warfare
« War is not just another crisis to be managed — getting back to basics

 Danger of populism
» Getting priorities straight (technology, force structure and human resources) [Johnson]

 The system of norms and international law can become endangered

« Building back capacity
« Strengthening the industrial base
« Rebuilding civil defense

« Modernizing the armed forces

» Need for some political reorientation
« Increase spending (?)

« Reintroduce National Service (?)
« Harmonize laws with allies for peace time preparation (?)




Thank you for your kind attention!
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